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Washington,                              DC- The House of Representatives unanimously                              passed legislation introduced by Rep. Stephanie Herseth                              Sandlin, Chair of the Veterans’ Affairs’                              Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity, that seeks to                              broaden the scope of qualifying work-study opportunities                              for veterans. The Pilot College Work Study Programs                              for Veterans Act, or H.R. 1037, works to expand and                              improve the educational benefits available to our                              country’s veterans by directing the Department                              of Veterans Affairs (VA) to conduct a five-year pilot                              project that tests the feasibility and advisability                              of expanding work-study activities available to veterans                              receiving educational benefits through the VA. 
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“Veterans                              seeking to make the most of their education should                              be afforded the opportunity to build upon the diverse                              skills gained during their service to our country,”                              Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “Expanding the array                              of work study opportunities for veterans not only                              supplements their educational experience but also                              benefits our nation’s economy as a whole by                              better preparing veterans for transition and contribution                              to the civilian workforce.” 
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Currently,                              eligible student veterans enrolled in college degree                              programs, vocational programs or professional programs                              are eligible to participate in the work-study allowance                              program. However, they are limited to positions involving                              VA-related work, such as processing VA paperwork,                              performing outreach services, and assisting staff                              at medical facilities or the offices of the National                              Cemetery Administration. Thus, veterans are not afforded                              opportunities similar to those offered to non-veteran                              students. 
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The                              pilot program outlined in Herseth Sandlin’s                              legislation would run from 2010 to 2014 and expand                              the qualifying work-study activities allowed to include                              positions in academic departments such as tutoring                              or assisting with researching, teaching and lab work,                              as well student services such as positions in career                              centers, financial aid, orientation, cashiers, admissions,                              records and registration offices. The legislation                              further requires the Secretary of the VA to publish                              regulations on the supervision of veterans participating                              in these expanded work-study positions.
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